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Whereas, The Atascadero / Green Valley Watershed Council is a 501(c)3 California nonprofit
organization with a mission to bring together the people who live, own property, or work in the
watershed of Atascadero Creek and Green Valley Creek in Sonoma County, California, and
others who care about it, to help each other in taking responsibility for our impact on the
Watershed through protection, restoration and education; and

Whereas, the Atascadero / Green Valley Watershed is recognized as a sensitive ecological area
due to its unique and critical habitats that support a variety of federal and state threatened and
endangered species including the Central California Coast coho salmon, threatened steelhead
trout, and the California freshwater shrimp; and

Whereas, the location of a proposed asphalt plant at Canyon Rock Quarry is at the northern end
of the Atasacadero / Green Valley Watershed at 7525 Highway 116, just four hundred feet west
of Green Valley Creek; and

Whereas, asphalt is a mix of bitumen, a viscous component of petroleum and aggregate (small
rocks/gravel/sand) and the two main ingredients, aggregate and bitumen, are heated to a
temperature of around 300 to 350 degrees fahrenheit in order to thoroughly mix the two
components; and

Whereas, bitumen has toxic properties and its toxicity primarily stems from the polycyclic
aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) and other compounds released as fumes during its heating and
application, and whereas these fumes can cause health problems, including skin irritation,
respiratory disorders, and an increased risk of certain cancers; and

Whereas, the International Agency for Research on Cancer has classified numerous bitumen
exposure scenarios as possibly or probably carcinogenic; and

Whereas, transporting asphalt products to and from the proposed site introduces known impacts
in addition to risks of spills or other incidents or accidents where pollutants may be released into
the watershed; and



Whereas, asphalt plants can impact surface and groundwater quality if not managed properly,
and can introduce contaminants including heavy metals’, PAHs?, volatile organic compounds?,
and semi-volatile organic compounds*; and

Whereas, in addition to known impacts from daily operations at the site such as odors, noise,
and dust, the contaminants noted above can be released into the surrounding watershed in the
case of accidents, extreme flooding events, or fire, where these compounds can sicken and Kill
plants and wildlife; and

Whereas, introducing an asphalt plant into our fragile watershed introduces risks that are
unacceptable to the AGVWC, especially given the history of the permit applicant; and

Whereas, Canyon Rock Quarry has a history of violating the Conditions of Approval in its
existing use permit® including the following:

e Permit Sonoma has repeatedly notified Canyon Rock of violations of numerous
conditions. Annual surface mining inspection reports and notices show some violations
have spanned multiple years and have persisted despite repeated notices from Permit
Sonoma.

e The most recent report of an inspection carried out in 2023 pursuant to the California
Surface Mining and Reclamation Act noted violations of Conditions 33, 34, 36, 40, and
53. These violations appear to have affected important environmental resources. For
example, the report notes that “riparian areas and potentially jurisdictional wetlands on
the western property boundary have been entirely filled and destroyed in violation of
Conditions.”

e On March 20, 2024 Permit Sonoma issued a Notice of Correction, noting Canyon Rock’s
unauthorized grading on the western boundary of the property and requiring the operator
to bring the facility into compliance with Condition 40, as well as to submit a detailed
written plan for remedying the violation. Permit Sonoma found that Canyon Rock
engaged in unpermitted destruction of riparian areas and wetlands.

e The 2023 report also notes violations related to required buffer zones along Highway 116
and Green Valley Creek. Condition 36 requires Canyon Rock to establish a one hundred
foot buffer between quarry excavations and Highway 116. The report notes that at the
time of the inspection, no such buffer was in place.

e Condition 34 requires Canyon Rock to implement a buffer along Green Valley Creek,
including reclaiming and maintaining a 100-foot riparian buffer with proper plantings and
erosion control. Condition 34 required the buffer to be fully implemented before mining
commenced on adjacent parcels. Inspection reports recording this violation date as far
back as 2018. Additionally, a Notice of Correction sent shortly before the 2023 report
required Canyon Rock to undertake a number of actions to correct these violations
including restoring unlawfully disturbed areas and submitting a detailed restoration plan.

' https://biomonitoring.ca.gov/chemicals/metals

2 https://biomonitoring.ca.gov/chemicals/polycyclic-aromatic-hydrocarbons-pahs

3 https://www.usgs.gov/mission-areas/water-resources/science/volatile-organic-compounds-vocs
4 https://www.epa.gov/east-palestine-oh-train-derailment/what-are-svocs-and-vocs
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e The 2023 report notes that there have been numerous complaints about dust and
track-out from the facility, potentially violating Canyon Rock’s obligation under Conditions
33 and 53 to develop and comply with a comprehensive dust control program.
Inspectors raised this issue with Canyon Rock in a 2020 inspection report and sent a
Notice of Correction in early 2021 directing Canyon Rock to develop additional
measures to control fugitive dust. As these examples illustrate, some of Canyon Rock’s
violations have spanned multiple years.

e Sometime in 2022 Canyon Rock unlawfully cleared and graded 4.7 acres outside of the
Reclamation Plan Boundary, on land where the asphalt batch plant is now proposed to
be located. According to a Permit Sonoma Notice of Correction dated October 31, 2022,
the clearing and grading “appears to be for the purpose of preparing the area” for the
asphalt batch plant, which has not yet been approved by the County. The notice states,
“[iInitiating construction prior to environmental review and use permit approval is a
serious violation of local and state mining ordinances” and “represents a significant
violation of the County’s standards for requiring facilities to be reviewed and permitted
prior to construction beginning.” The notice indicates this unauthorized clearing and
grading may have violated multiple Conditions of Approval as well as provisions of the
Sonoma County Code. The notice also observes that although part of the cleared area
contained mature timber, there is no record of Canyon Rock having prepared a timber
harvesting plan in accordance with state forest practices laws.

e Conditions 61 and 62 require bat and bird surveys to be conducted prior to certain
clearing and tree removal activities; it is unclear whether these were ever undertaken.
Although recent inspections note that Canyon Rock has made some progress in
complying with the Conditions of its Use Permit, these improvements have arrived
belatedly after many years of Inspections and Notices and potentially irreparable harm to
the environment; and

Whereas, based in part on the information above, on May 16, 2025 at a duly noticed meeting of
the Board of Directors of the Atascadero / Green Valley Watershed Council, the Board voted
unanimously to oppose the proposed Asphalt Plant at Canyon Rock Quarry, NOW THEREFORE

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Atascadero / Green Valley Watershed Council does by this
RESOLUTION affirm the Board vote of May 16, 2025 and does hereby make public its
formal opposition to locating an asphalt plant in the Atascadero Green Valley Watershed.
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